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Where The Red Fern Grows 

Chptr 17 
 
 
1.  What dangers could possibly await the hunters in a storm?  
 What makes the storm dangerous? 
 

2. Billy once again shows his steadfast determination in this chapter.  In 
what way does Billy show that he is more of a man than all the men he’s 
hunting with?  

 

3.  What happens to Grandpa in this chapter? 
 

4. What mistake does Billy make in this chapter that puts his dogs in grave 
danger? 

 

5.  What does “bawling treed” mean? 
 

6. How does Billy care for his grandpa? 
 

7.  As we’ve discussed, Wilson Rawls put this story together using a 
“highs and lows” or an “up down up down” kind of pattern.  Briefly 
summarize the highs and lows of chapter 17. 

 
  

 


