
Read Chapters 4-5. Rats of NIMH 
 
Read Chapters 4-5.  Discuss the answers to the following questions with your partner.  Then each of 
you should write your answers separately.     
 
1. Why does Timothy take the medication without arguing with his mom?  Would you? 
2. Why did the family have to move?  Where is the location of their summer home. 
3. Discuss  “March had come like a lamb” pg 29  What does the saying mean?  “March had come 

in like a lion and gone out like a lamb.” 
4. How  does the author use flashback at the beginning of chapter 4 
5. Explain   Why do so many hawks and crows hang around when a field is being plowed? 
6. What kind of reputation did shrews have? 
7. Explain the phrase “All doors are hard to unlock until you have the key” 
8. Did the sound of the tractor mean the field was about to be plowed?  Explain 
9. Describe the character Paul (The farmers older son), and his brother Billy. 
10. Why  does Mr. Fitzgibbon have to wait to plow?  (Two different answers) 
11. What trouble does Mrs. Frisby find herself in because she was not cautious? 
12. What were the rats pulling, and where did they take it? 
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